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What is the Staying
Connected Initiative?

e A transboundary public-private
partnership that works to
conserve, restore, and enhance
landscape connectivity
(terrestrial and aquatic) across
the Northern Appalachian -
Acadian Region of the U.S. and

Canada.



Global Forest Loss: Temperate Mixed Forest



A Critical
Climate Corridor

Wildlife and plants are on the move northward
as ranges shift in response to climate change.

Maintaining and enhancing landscape
connectivity has been identified as one of the
most important strategies to enable this
adaptation.

Connectivity also helps slow climate change, as
intact forested landscapes sequester and store
vast amounts of carbon.

The Northern Appalachian - Acadian Region has
been identified as a critically important climate
corridor in North America.



Origins of SCI




SCI — A Coordinated Transborder Network of RCPs



An integrated, multi-pronged approach



The SCI Partnership

(Government agencies in bold)




The SCI Partnership



New England Governors and
Eastern Canadian Premiers
Resolution 40-3
(2016)



Northeastern North America Landscape Connectivity Summit

1. 1%t ever region-wide transborder Summit focused on
ecological connectivity conservation and restoration —
June 11-13, 2024, Montreal (location TBD)

2. Connectivity “Blueprint” — Fall, 2024

¢ Provincial, state, & federal gov’t agency leaders and staff

¢ Indigenous leaders/representatives
¢ Other key players — NGOs, academia, funders, etc.



Zooming in on the Northern Green Mountains Linkage



Thank You!

For more information:

www.stayingconnectedinitiative.org
Mikael Cejtin, SCI Coordinator — mikael.cejtin@tnc.org
Phil Huffman, QLF — phuffman@qlf.org
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