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Introductions
Role and Rationale for Wildlands
Status of Wildlands in New England

The Future: Goals and Recommendations



Wildlands, Woodlands, Farmlands & Communities

At least 70% of New England conserved as forest (30M acres)
e 80-90% of these lands managed as Woodlands

e 10-20% of these lands managed as large Wildlands

7-15% of New England conserved as farmland

Planning and smart growth to complement forest and farm conversion



Wildlands -- Why now?

Recognized need since 2005

Three crises

e Climate change
e Biodiversity loss
e Decline in human equity & well-being



A History of Rewilding A Second Chance
for New England’s Forests

Today

Swift River -- Petersham, Massachusetts
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Why Wildlands?

Grafton Forest Wilderness Preserve
Photo credit: Harry White






Why we
need
Wildlands

Intrinsic value

Biodiversity

Carbon storage

Ecological resiliency
Quiet reflection
Baselines

Global, Regional,
Statewide Conservation
Goals

Woodbury Mountain Wilderness Preserve in Vermont
Photo credit: Jerry Monkman



What are Wildlands?

Wildlands are tracts permanently protected from development, in which management is explicitly
iIntended to allow natural processes to prevail with “free will” and minimal human interference.

Humans have been part of nature for millennia and can coexist within and with Wildlands without
Intentionally altering their structure, composition, or function.

Colchester Bog, Vermont Monhegan Island, Maine  Muddy Pond, Massachusetts Baxter State Park, Maine



Wildlands Criteria

« Wildland Intent
« Management for an Untrammeled Condition

e Permanent Protection

Mohegan Island, Maine
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Questions answered
by this study

1.Where are Wildlands located in New
England?

2.What are the characteristics of the
Wildlands?

3.What is their current protection
status?







The “Protected” Lands
of New England




Where are the
Wildlands?



Timeline
Of
Wildlands
establishment
N
New England



Wildland
extent and
ownership
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Wildland Gradients

INn Management
Andorra Forest and Secu rlty

Connecticut College  Whetstone Woods Corner Pond CE Doren Mountain Wilderness
Natural Areas Lone Mountain Wilderness

Debsconeag Lakes ~ Katahdin Binney Hill

Monomoy NWR Wilderness Area Iron Works Preserve Mount Abraham

Pemigewasett
DCR Reserves Katahdin Wilderness DCR - AT

Pisgah State Park Woods & Waters
VT HWAS Roach Ponds

Baxter
Game Sanctuary

CT OFMAs

— Permanence of Protection
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Recommendation #1 Employ an integrated Approach

Center Wildlands in an
Integrated approach to
land planning and
conservation that includes
actively managed forests
and farms and sustainably
designed communities.



Recommendation #2 Strengthen existing Wildlands

CT MA ME NH RI VT



The Precarious Landscape Context of Wildlands

Mount Washington Wilderness Areas Allagash Wilderness Waterway



Each town should have a park, or rather a primitive forest, of five hundred or a thousand acres, where a

stick should never be cut for fuel, a common possession forever, for instruction and recreation...
Henry Thoreau 1859
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Increasing Wildlands

In the region
In my state
In my RCP
In my town

In my back 40



Increasing Wildlands
In the region

In my RCP
In my town
In my back 40



Act 59: Vermont Community Resilience and Biodiversity Act
June 12, 2023

Sponsor: Rep. Amy Sheldon
Three categories of conserved areas
1. Biodiversity reserves (Wildlands)

2. Ecological conservation areas
3. Sustainable resource management areas
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Strength of Wildlands Protection



Existing Wildlands
o Strengthen

e Expand

e Connect

New Wildlands
o State property
e NGOs

* Private Lands




The
Appalachian
Trall

HA
Wilderness
Way”

-- Benton MacKaye



Report Products

Full Report 112 pages

Executive Summary 12 pages

State Summaries one for each state
Figures, graphs, tables and illustrations

WWF&C Ongoing Activities

1. Advance research, outreach and policy

2. Expand the New England Protected Open Space
database and Interactive Wildlands Webmap

3. Evaluate the goal for Wildlands to 20 percent or more

4. Integrate Wildland conservation, local food and
resource production, and community development









Existing Wildlands
o Strengthen

e Expand

e Connect

New Wildlands
* Designations
e Purchase
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