
Go to menti.com
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Complete this 
sentence:

I want to collaborate with 
new organizations in our 
service area

BUT…

Take out your phone



Mike Wilson, Northern Forest Center
Simon Rucker and Moon Nguany Machar, 

Maine Appalachian Trail Land Trust

Connecting 
Conservation to 

Community Needs

Karen Strong, Moderator



Are you noticing a need for compassion, 
empathy, and connection?

ACT



When more people have more 
meaningful experiences outdoors, 
their quality of life, health and social 
well-being improve and in turn their 
communities become stronger and 
more sustainable. 

www.rethinkoutside.org

Shared Narrative

Photo: Karen Strong



Americans face a significant gap between their 
interests in nature and their efforts, abilities, and 

opportunities to pursue those interests. 

People of color, families with children, 
and lower income communities are 

most likely to be deprived of the 
benefits of nature



Lots of Resources
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For Mike, Simon, and Moon

Questions?





Think about

Photo: Saw Mill River Coalition

● Who do you serve?
● How do you know?
● Who is left out?

Photo: Judy Anderson





“W h en ever you  a re  e x p lor in g  s om e t h in g  n e w , 
w h en ever you  a re  tru ly b ein g  a  p ion eer, you  
sh ou ld n ’t rea lly h a ve a n  exp ec ta tion  th a t it’s  g oin g  
to b e  ea sy. I t  is  g oin g  t o  b e  c h a lle n g in g . B u t ju st 
b ec a u se  it’s  c h a llen g in g  d oesn ’t m ea n  it’s  
som eth in g  th a t you  c a n ’t em b ra c e .” 

- S h elton  J oh n ston , Yosem ite  N a tion al P a rk
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