Black Land Ownership in Rural America
presented by Chris Carr



This workshop will present a general breakdown and understanding of the
history of land ownership in the United States and the issues specifically

present for people of African descent as they relate to—

>Conservation

> egislation
>Access to land, and ownership

| will discuss my experiences with advocacy, partnering with other conservation
groups, and concerns that may not be visible to the majority demographic.

This presentation will include a timeline from the 1820s until now of land

owners hip legislation.






WHAT IS RURAL?

Urbanized Areas: Any area with a population of 50,000 or more is
considered urbanized.

Urban Clusters: These are areas with a population between 2,500 and
50,000.

Rural Areas: These encompass all population, housing, and territory not
iIncluded within an urbanized area or urban cluster.

The USDA definition considers an area rural If it's not part of a densely
populated city or Its adjacent suburban areas. This definition is primarily
used for various agricultural and rural development programs to

distinguish between urban and rural regions and to allocate resources
accordingly.



Types of Rural Land Use

Transportation
Agricultural
Commercial
Cropland
Developed land
Forest
Grasslands
Pastureland
Recreational

Residential
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As a result, Black farmers’ performance lags peers.

Comparison of averages between Black-led and all US farms

Black-led farms All farms
Acres per farm 1392 441
Sales ~$40K ~$190K
Government payments ~$7K ~$14K
Expenses ~$40K ~$160K
Net income ~$3.5K ~$160K

Source: United States Department of Agriculture National Agricultural Statistics Service



MAJOR TIME PERIODS

e PRE CIVIL WAR 1820 - 1863

o EMANCIPATION - 1865

e RECONSTRUCTION 1865 - 1880s

e JIM CROW - 1870s - 1960s

e TURN OF THE CENTURY 1900

o WWI/ GREAT DEPRESSION 1912 - 1930s
e NEW DEAL - 1930s

o WWII| 1939 - 1945

e CIVIL RIGHTS ERA late 1950s - late 1960s
e POST CIVIL RIGHTS 1970s - on

e REAGAN ERA/RECESSION early 80s

e TURN OF THE CENTURY 2000

e ECONOMIC DOWNTURN/HOUSING CRISIS 2008 - 2009
e COVID/SHUTTER IN PLACE 2020



e Missouri Compromise (1820): The Missouri Compromise was passed in 1820, admitting
Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a free state.

e Mexican American War (1840): This war was followed by the annexation of Texas.

e Homesteading Act (Donation Land Claim Act of 1850): This act encouraged homesteading
and land owners hip.

e Civil War (1861-1865): The American Civil War took place in the United States during this time.



e Emancipation (1863): President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1,

1863, during the third year of the Civil War. This proclamation declared freedom for all slaves in rebellious
states.

® 40 Acres and a Mule (1865): Special Field Orders No. 15 was a post-Civil War promise proclaimed by
Union General William Tecumseh Sherman on January 16, 1865, to allot family units, including freed
people, a plot of land no larger than 40 acres.

e Lincoln Assassination (1865): On April 15, 1865

e Recension of 40 Acres by Andrew J ohnson

e 13th Amendment (1865): This amendment, passed by Congress on January 31, 1865, and ratified on
December 6, 1865, abolished slavery in the United States.



e Reconstruction/End of Reconstruction (1863-1877): The Reconstruction era in American history
lasted from 1863 to 1877, involving significant changes and rebuilding efforts following the Civil War.

e KKK (1865): The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) was founded in 1865 and extended into nearly every southern
state by 1870. It became a vehicle for white southern resistance to Reconstruction-era policies aimed
at establis hing political and economic equality for black Americans.

e Jim Crow Era Segregation (1877-mid-1960s): Jim Crow was the name of the racial caste system
which operated primarily, but not exclusively, in Southern and border states between 1877 and the
mid-1960s.

e Morrill Act of 1890: This act expanded the land grants for universities, s pecifically agricultural and
technical schools.



e World War | (1914-1918): Known as the First World War or the Great War, this was a global
conflict that lasted from 1914 to 1918, resulting in significant casualties.

e Great Migration (1916-1970): The Great Migration refers to the movement of 6 million African
Americans out of the rural Southern United States to the urban Northeast Midwest, and West
between 1916 and 1970.

e Great Depression (1929-1930s): The Great Depression was the most severe economic downturn
in U.S. history, starting in 1929 and continuing through the 1930s.

e The New Deal (1933-1939): The New Deal was a series of programs, public work projects,
financial reforms, and regulations enacted by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in the United
States between 1933 and 1939 to respond to the Great Depression.



e Redlining (1930s): Redlining is the systematic denial of various services by federal government
agencies, local governments, and the private sector to residents of specific neighborhoods or
communities, either directly or through the selective raising of prices.

e World War Il (1939-1945)

e G.I. Bill (1944): The Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944, commonly known as the G.I. Bill,
was a law that provided a range of benefits for returning World War Il veterans.

e White Flight (1950s-1960s): Starting in the 1950s and 1960s, the terms 'white flight' became
popular in the United States, referring to the large-scale migration of people of various European
ancestries from racially mixed urban regions to more racially homogeneous suburban regions.

e Highways Built (1956): The construction of the highway system was authorized by the Federal
Aid Highway Act of 1956, coinciding with the growth of suburbs and the migration of people.






e Civil Rights Act of 1964: The Act outlawed discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin, required equal access to public places and employment, and enforced
desegregation of schools and the right to vote.

e Equal Housing Act (1968): The Civil Rights Act of 1968, also known as the Fair Housing Act, was
signed into law by United States President Lyndon B. J ohnson during the King assassination riots
on April 11, 1968.

e 1980s Recession (Early 1980s): rollbacks

e Housing Market Crash (2007)

e Coronavirus Recession (Feb-April 2020): Economic challenges occurred during the COVID-19
pandemic, including the expiration of eviction and mortgage moratoriums.



Additional Resources

YOUTUBE LINK TO LONG CONVO about timeline:
https:/ /www.voutube.com/watch ' v=ilRm-KNp7WU

Some good resources for folks in land-related issues:
https:/ /blacklandownership.com/resources-timeline/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilRm-KNp7WU
https://blacklandownership.com/resources-timeline/
https://blacklandownership.com/resources-timeline/
https://blacklandownership.com/resources-timeline/
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