
(Pam	Wells	photo)	

Session	2B:	
Partners	in	Water	Quality:		
How	land	trusts	and	water	u<li<es	are		
conserving	forests	to	provide	clean	drinking	water.	



More	Trees,	Not	More	Treatment:	
Conserving	Sebago	Lake’s	Forests	

	
Paul	Thomas	Hunt	

Portland	Water	District	
Portland,	Maine	



•  Our	Challenge	
•  Our	Land	ConservaCon	Program	
•  Our	Goals	and	Progress	To	Date	
•  QuesCons	



¡  Drinking	Water	since	1908	
¡  22	Million	GPD		
¡  200,000	consumers	in	11	communities	
¡  Sebago	Lake	source	

					Portland	Water	District	





Sebago	Lake	



10,000	gallons	

50	feet	long	

How	much	water	is	in	Sebago	Lake?	



You	could	fill	100	million	trucks!	



Water	trucks	filled	with	Sebago	Lake	water		
would	stretch	from	the	earth		
to	the	moon	and	back.	

TWICE!	



100	years	in	
storage	



How	Clean	is	Sebago	Lake?	

13,000	Public	Water	Systems	

50	Unfiltered	



The	Challenge?	









•  280,000	acres	
	

•  Parts	of	23	towns	
	

•  81%	forested,		
93%	pervious	
	

	
	
	
	
	



The	Challenge?	
91.5%	Privately-owned	



First:		Requests	
	

§  Considered	case-by-case	
	



Second:		Policy	
	

§  Support	efforts	to	conserve	land	in	
perpetuity	

	
	



	
	Third:	Program	

§  Assist	willing	landowners	who	want		
to	conserve	forest	

25%	



How	our	program	works	

1	 2	 3	



0	

200	

400	

600	

800	

1000	

1200	

1400	

2008	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2015	

Ac
re
s	

Acres	Conserved	with	PWD	Support	

2	

4	

4	

3	

2	

1	



ConservaCon	Goal	(Acres)	
Watershed	Area	 282,000	
Acres	Conserved		

as	of	2012	 28,000	

25-year	Goal	 56,000	



PWD	ConservaCon	History,	2000-Present	
		 Projects	 Acres	 PWD	contribuCon	

Pre	2007	 Requests	 2	 366	 $16,000		
2008-2012	 Policy	 5	 1216	 $28,650		
2013-present	 Program	 11	 2451	 $462,868		

TOTALS	 18	 4033	 $507,518		




