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1. How do you express 
different natural resource 
values in your work?

2. What conservation 
strategies have or have not 
worked?

3. Who are you 
collaborating with across 
your landscape or region?



The Value of Rhode Island 
Forests
A Research Project to Support Forest 
Conservation Amidst Competing Land Uses

Consultant Team: Kate Sayles, Judee Burr & Christopher Riely
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The Project Structure

❖ The Consultant Team
❖ Yale Intern
❖ Forest Conservation Advisory 

Committee



Forest Conservation Advisory Committee

❖ Audubon Society of RI
❖ Burrillville Land Trust 
❖ Grow Smart RI
❖ Providence Water
❖ RIDEM
❖ RI Forest Conservators 

Organization
❖ RI Land Trust Council

❖ RI Natural History Survey - RI 
Wildlife Action Plan Liaison

❖ RI Resource Conservation & 
Development

❖ Save the Bay
❖ The Nature Conservancy
❖ University of Rhode Island



Rhode Island 
Forestland





Valuing RI 
Forests



Including the Voices of 
Rhode Islanders



The sum of the 
benefits that 
Rhode Island’s 
forests provide is 
greater than any 
single attribute.



Policy 
Recommendations



Example 1: 
Farm, Forest, & Open Space



Example 2: 
“Forest Conservation Act” 
working group meetings



Working Group 
Discussion Points

Credit: Meeting Vector Image by Vecteezy

❖ Revise laws and programs that 

provide incentives that lead to 

forest loss

❖ Establish a dedicated funding 

source to purchase forest 

development rights and care for 

urban forests

❖ Follow the lead of local 

agriculture and seek to increase 

demand for RI wood products 

❖ Establish incentives to decrease 

forest loss as land is developed



Challenges 
for our 
project



Thank you!
Contact Information:

Kate: katechampiontree@gmail.com

Christopher: christopher@sweetbirchconsulting.com

Judee: judee.burr@protonmail.com


