
▪ 3,800+ acres total

▪ $15.5m+ invested

▪ 4 conservation easements sold

▪ 2 properties sold

▪ Lease-purchase deals, with exit 

to farmer-lessee in 5-10 years
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o Relocate an existing farm to a more secure or larger property

o Expand a successful operation by acquiring nearby land
o Transfer a farm to non-family or family successors
o Conserve when land trusts look to partner with a like-minded organization

o Transform a farm with infrastructure updates for the next generation’s efficiency

C O M M O N  P R OJ EC T  S T R AT EG I E S



P R OJ EC T  P R O F I L E
J e r s e y  Fa r m s  P r o d u c e  
P i t t s to w n ,  N J

o Diversified fruit and vegetable operation selling into NYC farmers markets

o High value location; project viability required easement sale
o Purchase Price: $1,750,000
o $750,000 seller financing for 3 years

o Easement sale to NJ SADC: $768,000 after 3 years
o Improvements paid for by DCP: $200,000
o Farmer contributed: $200,000 + sweat equity for fencing, orchard, irrigation, etc



P R OJ EC T  P R O F I L E
Tr i p l e  3  L i v e s to c k
M a ra t h o n ,  N Y

o 700-acre farm in central New York milking 130 cows 

o 100% grassfed organic dairy; ship to Organic Valley Co-op
o Purchase Price: $625,000
o Improvements paid for by Dirt: $100,000 (milking parlor)

o Farmers: $100,000 + sweat equity (milking parlor)
o USDA NRCS EQIP grant: ~$250,000 



P R OJ EC T  E VA LUAT I O N  I S  A  4 - L EG G E D  S TO O L
1. Farm business viability: can this farmer make money with this enterprise on this 

parcel of farmland? (financial projections; balance sheet; credit score; tax returns)
2. Market for products: price stability and long-term trend
3. Value of real estate: market price AND productive value of agricultural resources

4. Ecological management practices (organic, 100% grassfed, etc)

W H Y  D O  I N V E S TO R S  C A R E ?
o Agricultural practices that sequester carbon as a solution to climate change

o Improving soil health and/or other specific conservation outcomes (water quality)
o Supporting local, organic, decentralized farming and food production
o Investing in rural economies


