
MassConn	Sustainable		
Forest	Partnership:	
	
•  38	Towns	in	Ct.	and	Ma.	
•  760,000	acres	
•  76%	of	the	region,	581,000	
acres,	is	forested	

•  23%	is	currently	protected	
(177,000	acres)		

	
Long-term	ConservaMon	Goals:	
•  80,000	acres	of	new	
conservaMon	land	–	which	
with	current	conservaMon	
land,	would	be	256,000	acres,	
or	33%	of	the	region.	



Mass-Conn	Sustainable	Forest	Partnership	
Mymassconnwoods.org	





Projected Forest Loss to Development 

By 2030, 40 
to 63% of 
forests in 
highly 
populated 
areas will be 
lost to 
development. 

Wildlands and Woodlands





Forest Legacy Projects: 
New Forest Legacy Area 
Heritage Corridor Forest Legacy Area



•  1,103	acres	in	Mass.	

•  1,500	acres	in	Conn.	

Two	State	U.S.	Forest	Service	
Forest	Legacy	ApplicaMon	in	
Mass	&	Conn	



Developing Strategic Conserva?on Plan





Focus	Areas: 
	 
Northern	Connec?ons 
-Strategically	protect	22,000	acres	of	forest	land 
-Link	Quabbin	to	Emerald	Forest	Focus	Area 
	 
Emerald	Forest 
-Strategically	protect	31,000	acres	of	forest	land 
-Bridging	SNEHF	and	QtoC 
-Promote	“Wildlands”,	not	subject	to	forestry	or	
silvicultural	pracMces. 
	 
Four	Corners	Woods 
-Strategically	protect	5,000	acres	of	forest	land. 
-Permanently	protect	the	City	of	Southbridge	Water	
Supply	lands	(c.	3,000	acres) 
	 
Shetucket	Headwaters 
-Strategically	protect	22,000	acres	of	forest	land. 
-PrioriMze	forested	areas	along	the	Nipmuck	&	
Natchaug	trails	to	increase	corridors. 
	 
	 
Total	Land	Conserva?on	Goals:	 

80,000	acres	of	new	lands	moved	into	
	conserva?on	or	other	protected	status 



U.S.	Forest	Service	New	
York	/	New	England	
Engaging	Family	Forest	
Owners	Project	in	the	
Southern	New	England	
Heritage	Forest.	



Woodland Owner 
Outreach



GeDng the Word Out…



Update	of	MassConn	ConservaMon	PrioriMes	Map:	
For	example,	TNC’s	measure	of	Regional	Flow,	new,		
finer	resoluMon	data	(values	not	just	Yes/No)	
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