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THE FORESTER’S PRISM

A Future for Forests

ood foresters do their best to see well

into the future. Instead of a crystal

ball, we peer into the forest to see
not just the mature trees that exist on a wood-
lot today, but the regeneration potential
emerging from the duff—the trees that some
future landowner, forester, and logger will
manage and may choose to harvest.

Land protection requires similar clair-
voyance. As landowners, conservationists,
and foresters, we must ask ourselves this
question—in SO or 100 years or longer,
what do we want our landscape to look
like? Do we want it to still provide us with
renewable energy, lumber, and food? How
much of our forests will we want to provide
recreational opportunities and wildlife
habitat? How much clean water will we
want and need, and how much of our
existing forest must we conserve in order to
have that water available a century—or a
millennium—from today?

As most Forest Society members know,
“New Hampshire Everlasting” is our vision,
set forth in 2001 on our 100th anniversary.
Among other goals, it suggests conserving
up to 25 percent of the land in each town
to protect working forest, farmland, water
resources, and wildlife habitat.

In a similar vein, earlier this year Har-
vard Forest put forth a conservation vision
called “Wildlands and Woodlands,” in
which they urge the protection of at least

70 percent of New
England’s forests. At
the national level,
the America’s Great
Oudoors initiative
hopes to build on
successes at the local
level to start a na-
tional dialogue
about conservation.

Turning these visions into reality,
however, requires willing landowners.

In our last fiscal year, the Forest Society
completed 29 land protection transactions
that protected some 5,500 acres. Often it is
the larger acquisitions, such as the 1,750
acres of the Ashuelot Headwaters in Lemp-
ster, that grab the headlines. But most of
our work—19 of those projects—resulted
from the generosity of individuals who
want their lands to be part of something
bigger than themselves, more enduring
than one generation. The real power to
protect our landscape comes from people
who share that vision and are willing to
take action. We salute them.

G %

Jane Difley is the president/forester of the Society
for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests.
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